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AncTpakT: Ha apxeonowkuoT nokanmTeT Ckoncko Kane, BO ronemMuTe apXeosoLiKu
UcTparkysara Bo 2009 roanHa, BO LeHTpanHuoT fen Ha TBpauHaTa, ce 0TKPM 06jeKT CO NpasoaronHa
OCHOBa. Bo cpeAulLHMOT Aen Ha UCTOYHWOT SuA Ha rpagbaTa of BHaTperuHaTa cTpaHa ce Haofa
mana BoBfleyeHa HiumMa. Taa3aTBopa Mana ancuia Bo Koja ce 0TKpU Mana KoCKeHa NKOoHa co penjedHa
npeTcTasa Ha cToeuyka urypa Ha ce. AuMUTpKj, NO KojawTo 1 06jeKTOT ro fobu ceojoT paboTeH
Hacnos - KyKka Ha ce. umMnTpu;j.

KnyuHn 360p0oBM: KOCKeHa MKOHa, ce. AnmunTpuj, Ckorcko Kane

Bo 2009 rogmnHa Ha apxeofioWwKnoT nokanutet Ckoncko Kane cnpoBegeHn ce
00eMHW apxeosioWKN UCTpaxyBaka BO UYMW pamKW, BO CEKTOPOT KOj Ce Haofa BO
LeHTPanHNOT fen of NOKainTeToT, ce OTKPWU 06jeKT umnj paboTeH Hacnos e , Kyka Ha
Cs. Oumntpunj“l NpagbaTa e opMeHTUpaHa -3, co BNe3 Ha jy)xHaTa CTpaHa, LWNPOK
1,85 m, co npar of KameH 610K 0f TpaBepTuH, co aumMmeHsun 0,78 x 0,49 m. Mpagbata
e suaaHa of HernponopumoHanHa KombuHaumja of KpLeH KaMeH v Tyna, CMOHTaHo
pefeHn M Bp3aHW co Kan. Bo cpeamniunoT fen Ha UCTOYHMOT Sui Ha rpagbarta, of
BHaTpellHaTa CTpaHa Ce Haofa Mana BOB/eYeHa HuWwa. Taa 3aTBOpa Mana ancuga.
TyKa e OTKpMeHa Masia KOCKeHa MKOHa Ha Koja e rnpeTcTaBeHa CTOeYKa (urypa Ha CB.
AnuMmutpuj.

Cnopef, OTKPMEHWOT [ABMXKeH MaTepujan, rpagbata moxe ga ce gatupa Bo Xl
BeK. LLITo ce oAaHecyBa 0 HamMmeHaTa Ha rpagbara, ce NpeTnocTaByBa Hej3SMHNOT jaBeH
KapakTep nopagu akToT fekaTtaa, Co BNe30T Hajy)XHaTa CTpaHa, n3nerysana JUpPeKkTHO
Ha efHa oA MAEHTU(NKYBAHUTE TPaACcKM KOMYHUKauumm (Koja paboTHO ce HapekyBa
Via XXVII). PaboTUNHUYKNOT KapakTep € M3BeCeH CO OTKPMBaKkeTO Ha HaoAWTe BO
Hea, Ha HMBO Ha nogoT. Cenak, OCTaHyBa HeW3BECHA HamMeHaTa Ha HULIATa, Koja co
cBOjaTa nosuuinja Ha UCTOYHUOT Aen oA rpafbarta, Kako M nonykpyxHUOT 0611MK KOj
Ha/JIMKyBa Ha mMana arncufa, nocoyysa Ha CakpaseH efleMeHT, KOj Boo6u4YaeHo He ce
cpeKaBa BO npodaHuTe rpagbun. Ho, co NoTBpAeHNOT NpodaH KapakTep Ha rpagbara*

! WBaHoBcka Benkocka C., CpegHoBekoBHa, 109-111
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Kako paboTunHMua 3a MPOM3BOACTBO Ha METa/HW NpefMeTW, HUwata MOXeme
fa ja unaeHTMuKyBame Kako ,,KyKeH ontap“. OTTyka, OTKPUBakeTO Ha Manata
KOCKeHa MKOHa cO pefjethHa nMpeTCTaBa Ha CToeyka ¢urypa Ha cB. Aumutpuj Gelue
M3HeHaZlyBawe BO OAHOC Ha KOHCTaTtMpaHaTa HaMeHa Ha 006jeKTOT Kaje Ce OTKpU
nKoHata. Cenak, eKCK/Ny3MBHOCTa Ha CaMWOT Haoj HaBefe Ha OPOjHU aHanusun, He
camo Ha TunosiornjaTa Ha NPeAmMeToT TYKY U Ha UKOHOTPafCKNUTE KapaKTePUCTUKN Ha
npetcTaBeHarta ¢urypa.

koHaTta e n3paboTeHa 0/} KOCKa Ha ;J0MaLLHO XUBOTHO2 VIMa npasoarosHa (opma,
CO ANMEH3NN: BUCUHA 4 cM, winpunHa 1,9 cm n gebennHa 0,4 cm. Ha npegHarta cTpaHa,
BO 4/1a00K ucnakHaT pefjed, e mpeTcTaBeHa CTOeYKa (urypa co paie NnocTaBeHU
BO oOpaHc-cTaB. CseTeuoT e o06/5e4eH BO [OCTOMHCTBEHWYKA, CBeYeHa OfeX.a,
JeKopupaHa Ha 6opaypuTe Ha pakaBuTe W LONHUTE 4enoBu of HameTkata. ObyeH e
BO 6GnaropofHuyky 06yBKW. Ha NUKOT Ce OTCAMKYBAaT KapakTepuCTUKU Ha miago
MOMYe CO ypefieHa 1 cobpaHa KafpaBa Koca, OKONy Koja e HarnaceH opeosn. PaueTe ce
MPUKaXaHu co IMHNUKX. BO ropHNOT N1EB aros Ha MKOHaTa BrnuLaHn ce MHCUTHUUTE Ha
cB. AmmunTpuj co rpyko nucmo: "OAyYyHTpHOS”. ikoHaTa nMa fiBe Masiv nepdopauuu:
efiHata e npobueHa BO FOPHNOT JeCeH aron, AojeKa BTOparta € LEeHTpasHUOT A0NeH
pen, mefy Ho3eTe Ha cBETUTeNOT. Ha 3afHaTa cTpaHa MKOHKaTa e Ma3HO 06paboTeHa,
6e3 [ONONHUTENHN [eKOopaLuu.

Cnopep cute enemeHTn, n 6e3 ga ce npoymTaar UHCUTHUWUTE HA MKOHATA KOW
jaCHO ro mocoyysaaT MMETO Ha CB. AMMWUTPUj, MOXe NECHO OBOj /IMK W CTOeukKa

opaHc-(hurypa fa My ce npenuiue Ha Hekoj Apyr ceeTel. Cnopea mMnafonMKocTa u
KagpaBaTa, co6paHa Koca Tyka 61 ce NpeTnocTaBuA IMKOT Ha cB. MaHTeNnejMoH unu

,eBEHTYyanHo, CO MN1agnoT CcB. JoBaH Borocnos; a cnopes oaexpaata 61 ce NoOMUCINIO
Ha HEKOj apXMernucKon WAW NOKaneH BnacTenuH. BakBaTa HETUMMUHA eKNEKTUKA Ha
[€KOPaTUBHM 1 TUMOMOLLKWA eNeMEHTU ja YAHMN 0Baa MKOHKA €ANHCTBEHA.

2 BnarogapHocT fo AHeTa /BKOBCKa, apXe0300/10r KOja M3BPLUM aHanu3a u naeHTugukalmja Ha
KOCKaTa
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Bo ofHOC Ha TuMnonorujata Ha 0BOj npegmex, Hen3bexXHO ce UCTakHyBa HerosaTa
PETKOCT He Camo MO HEroBuUTE JUMEH3UN TYKY U MO MaTepunjanoT 0f Koj e n3paboTeH.
TpagnumnoHanHo, MannTe UKOHU, KoM ce MONynapHu Kako ,,llenMHn NKOHKK®, 6une gpara
COMCTBEHOCT Ha HOCUTENOT, HO NOPaAN HUBHATA EKCKY3MBHOCT Ce [,0CTa PeAoK Haos,.
MaTtepujanoT o4 Koj e n3paboteHa MKOHKaTa €, UCTO Taka, CreunnYHO eKCKIy3nBeH
ouaejkn 3a Toa e n3bpaHa KocKa 04 AOMALIHO XXMBOTHO. HM3 cTpyyHaTa nuTepatypa
He ce 6enexaT MKOHM M3paboTeHW Ha KOCKa Of [OMALLUHO XWBOTHO. Moxat fa ce
CpeTHaT PeTKWN NprYMepoLn Ha penjedn Ha C/IOHOBA KOCKa CO MPeTCcTaBa Ha CBET BOWH,
HO BakBW NpUMepoLM, cenak, peTko ce 6enexar M BO My3enUTe Ha HEKOJIKY CBETCKU
METPOMNONK, Kako WTo ce JIoH4oH, BreHa n MunaHo3

LLITo ce oAHecyBa A0 WMKOHOrpad)CKMTE KapaKTepPUCTMKM Ha MNpeTcTaBaTa, Mopa
[la Ce Harflacu Jeka MNpeTcTaByBakeTo Ha CB. JUMWUTPUj BO BaKOB CTaB € WCKIYy4OK
OfI BU3AHTUCKNTE KaHOHM Kajie TOj HajuecTo e NpuKakaH BO BOeHa OMnpeMa, OJHOCHO
06M1eYeH Kako BOjCKOBO/EL, UK Liap BO pMMcKa Bojcka4 Taka, OBaa HeroBa npeTcTaBa

3 Mapkosun M., O nkoHorpaguju, 571

4 CseTuTe BOMHU, 06/1e4EHN KaKO PUMCKM BOJCKOBOALM, Ce 06/1eUeHM BO KpaTka TYHMKa, NaHuump,
HaMeTKa 1 onacay, MOHEeKorall Haopy>aHu Co KOorje, Mey W WTUT, Ha HO3eTe HOCaT BUCOKM YM3MU LUTO
ce eJMHCTBEHMOT e/IEMEeHT NPEB3EMEHI Off HEKOTrallHaTa BU3aHTICKA BOjCcKa
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B/leYye KOPeHW O0f HajcTapuTe npukasyu Ha
CBETUTE BOWHW KOW 6uUe NpUKaxyBaHu
BO OpaHc-ctaBS. Bo nepuogot npeg
NKOHOKNa3marta rnpeosfiafyBa T.H. KOH3Y/ICKU
TVN Ha cB. AumuTpuj, 06/1e4eH BO TyHMKa U
CBEYEH MNawT, Ha LWTO MY MPEeTXoAu efeH
TMN Ha CcB. AMMUTPMj BO OpaHc-cTas, HO
CO efHOCTaBHa TyHMKa6 Ha Mo3auMkoT of
upkeaTta Cs. Aumutpnj Bo ConyH (V - VI
BEK) CBETELOT e NnpuKaxaH, UCTO Taka, BO
opaHc-cTaB7. Bo EpmuTpax ce yysa TpUNTUX
0fl C/IOHOBA KOCKa CO LLapurpagcko noTekno,
Ha KOj ce npuKaxkaHu cB. Fopfu, ce. EBcTaTnj8
cB. Teogop TupoH, cB. Teogop CtpaTtunara,
cB. AumuTpwj, cB. Mepkypuj u cs. MNMpokonnj9.
TpunTXOT e gaTupaH BO paHMOT I X Bek.

Cnopep 6ankaHcKaTa MKOHorpacka knacuukaumnja, cs. AuMnutpuj ce npeTctaByBa
no ABe TpagMuumn: CoNyHCKa (Kako BOJHWK CO BOJHUYKMN aTtpubyTu) m CUPMUYMCKM
(Kako BennKogoCcToOMHCTBEHMK). ObaTta rpaga ro 3ene c8. JUMUTPU]j Kako CBOj NaTpoH
N 3aWTUTHUK, a Cupmumym (Cpemcka Mutposuua) og 1388 rogmHa gypu 6un HapeyeH
n Civitas Demetrii. L

MounTyBaweTo Ha CBETUTE BOWHW €, BCYLUHOCT, MEXaHW4YKO NpeHecyBawe Ha
aHTUYKNTe TPaguLMN BO BU3AHTUCKOTO LAPCTBO, KAKO HACNefHUK Ha fefl o4 Pumckara
Vmnepnja. Bo Toa ronem yaen Mmana v uUpkeaTa, Koja faBajsa MAeosowKa cMmucna
Ha npeTcTaBUTe Ha CBeTLWTe, OCOOEHO BO MepPMOAOT Ha MaCOBHOTO LUMpPEHE Ha
XPUCTUjaHCTBOTO BO LlapcTBOTO. M OTTaMy, 0BOj TpeH[ NPOAO/MKMUA Aa ce WUpu 1 BO
HEBU3AHTUCKNTE TEPUTOPUU, KAKO 1 BO BEKOBUTE MOAOLHA.

VikoHOrpagujata Ha CBeTUTe BOWHW Ce MojaByBa BO YMETHOCTA Ha paHMOT cpefeH
BeK. Taa ce Mnoknonysa CO MepuoAoT Ha BGYypHM OGUTKM M BOjHM Ha BusaHTuja co
HejsMHNTe HajonacHW Henpwujatenu Mepcuja n obegmHeTUTe ApabjaHn NoBefeHN 0f
ncnamoT, U Toa TOKMY BO nepuofoT Ha VI - VII Bek. Bo T0j nepnof CBeTUTe BOjHULM
HajuyecTo OGune npeTcTBYBaHM BO MOMHA BoeHa onpemall KynTtoBuTe HajMHOry ce

5 Mapkosun M., O nkoHorpapuju, 569

6 Lemerl R, Note, 1-10

7 Mapkosul M., O nkoHorpadguju, 570

8 Camo T0j He e 06/1e4eH BO BOjHMUKA 04exXaa

9 Mapkosun M, O mnkoHorpapuju, 591 u ce noBukyBa Ha Bank A., Byzantine Art in the
Collection of Soviet Museums, New York/Leningrad 1978,294, si. 124, 126
D Leksikon, 203-204

1 Grotowski P. L., Arms and Armour, 311
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3acunysaaT no 843 roguHa, CO MacoBHWTe OCBOjyBata Ha ApabjaHUTe Ha MHOry
BM3aHTUCKKN TepuTopun. OCBEH MOB/IEKYBakETO Ha PE/IMKBUNTE Ha CBETUTENINTE BO
Llapurpag of gpyru Mecta, Kaje UM npeTtefia 0nacHOCT 0Of Hae3fuTe Ha UCNaMCKUTe
BOjCKM, Ce noaurane u HOBW LPKBM WU MaHacTUpu Ha 6e3befHuUTe TepuTopuu, Kage
naTpoHu 6une cBeTUTE BOMHW. [0/1IEMM NOK/IOHWULUN HA CBETUTE BOMHY GUe 1 camuTe
nmneparopu. Taka Ha npumep, J1as VI, 0CBeH LWITO NOAUTHAN LPKBa Ha CB. AUMUTPH]
BO CK/I0M Ha LlapcKaTa najara, UCTo Taka My nNuwyBsan ronemum noanom Ha ceetTey0T12

Cpe4HOBEKOBHUTE Xaruvorpagu rm onuwiysaaT YyAeCHUTe y4yecTBa Ha CBeTUTe
BOWHMW BO BOjHUTE N GUTKMTE Ha CTPaHa Ha XPUCTUjaHUTE, KaKo LUTO aHTUUYKUTE MOeTH
rM onuwyBane nojaByBawaTta Ha 60roT Mapc Kako BOjHUK KOj ce 6open of cTpaHaTa
Ha PumjaHuTe. 3atoa, CpeHOBEKOBHUTE BOjHULM BO 60j HOCe/le C/IMKa Ha CBET BOVIH.
Co npucycTBOTO Ha C/IMKa Ha CBeT BOWMH BO GUTKWTE Ce O4YeKyBasio CBETELOT fja ja
,00e36ean* nobegara Bo Taa BojHa. BO MMpPHO BpeMe, npeTcTaBata Ha CBET BOMH €
pemMUHKCLEeHLMja N Xenba 3a cnac of HEMUPHWU BPEMUHA, BOEHWN Hanagu, ynaaum u
C/INYHO.

Bo Bu3aHTKMja, caMO MaKefoHcCKaTa AMHacTWja Ce MU3[BOjyBa CO 3aHeEMapyBahe
Ha CBeTUTE BOWMHW, MaKO TWe MOTeKHYBaaT Of CU/HO BOjHUYKO MNeMcTBO. Taka, of
Bacunnj | na cé go Teogopa, Ha HABHUTE MOHETM HeMa NpPeTcTaBu Ha CBETW BOUHMU.
Ho, Bo BpemeTo Ha KOMHEHUTE, NOYNTYBaHETO Ha CBETUTE BOVMHU CTaHyBa fp>KaBeH
Kynti3 3aToa, Ha MOHeTUTe 06aBe3HO Ce MpeTCcTaByBaHW, a HajuyecTu ce cB. opfu n
cB. AumunTpunj, 061eUeHn BO BOjHNYKA Frapaepooba.

W 3anagHWoOT cBeT 6un nof BAnjaHue Ha BusaHTuja BO OLHOC Ha MOYUTYBAHETO
Ha cBeTMUTe BOMHU. MMeHO, Ha 28. jyHn 1098 rogmHa KpcToHocumMTe rn nobegysaat
NCNamCKUTe CUN. YCMNexoT UM e Npenuvilad Ha CBeTuTe BOWHM CB. Aumutpunj, CB.
Fopfu n cB. MepKypHj, Na BO HUBHA YeCT 61 06HOBEH eleH CPYLUEH XpaMm Bo Jlnug u
HUM UM 61N noceeTeHl4

Kako efeH of HajuyecTuTe /IMKOBM Ha CBETU BOWHW, KOM Ce Mo4yMTyBaar MU
npetctaByBaat e cB. Aumutpuj. Toj, cnopeld efHW, OGMN NpunagHUK Ha YrnegHo

2 Mapkosull M., O ukoHorpacguju, 585
B ibid, 588
Y ibid, 587
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CeMejCTBO, KOj MPBO CNY>XXeN Kako excepTopl a moToa Kako aHTunat u KoH3ynls Yuwre
He e N03HaTO Kako of TyKa oLo/ o cBojaTa ,,cBeTocT. 3a BpeMe Ha KOMHeHuTe, Toj
OV NOYMTYBAH KaKo AUHACTUYKKM MaTpPoH, Na oTTaMy cTaHan ApXaseH Kynt. Cnopeg
AHa KoMHeHa, HOKTa npej ronemarta 6utka Ha BusaHtnja npotns Hopmanute Bo 1082
roguHa, Ha Anekcej | KOMHeH Ha COH My ce jaBun CB. AUMUTPN], NPeTCKaXyBajKn My
ja nobepatall Taka, OCBEH Ha ApPXXABHOTO 3HaMe HOCEHO MpuW Taa BOjHa, MMNepaTopoT
MOBTOPHO IO BOBE/ MPeTCTaByBakeTO Ha JIMKOT Ha CB. AUMUTPU]j, 0BOjNaT U Ha CBOUTE
MOHETH.

Cnopea apyrnlg cs. AuMnTpnj e CUPMUYMCKU FakOH, Koj 6un norybeH Bo 304
rogvHa, 6uaejkn TajHoO 4vyBan CBeTU KHUIU. Bun noryb6eH HagBop 0Of SUAOBUTE Ha
Cvpmnym, Kafe WTO nogouHa my 6una nogurHata rpobuwHa 6asunuka. MogouHa,
HeroBuTe pennmKBmm 6une npeHeceHn Bo CoNyH.

Bo HeZoCTaTOK Ha peNIMKBUK 04 CBeTeuoT AUMUTPNj, HAMECTO HEFOBUTE OCTaHKW,
nmnepaTopoT MaHyun | 3eman MkoHa Ha cB. OAumutpuj of ConyH 1 ja npeHen BO
Llapurpag, Bo 1149 roanHa. He MHOTY nofoLHa, 0TKako 6una n3noxeHa Bo MaHacTMPOT
Ha MaHTOKpaTOpPOT, MKOHATa CTaHana YyLOoTBOPHA, Na Of Hea NOoYHano Aa Teye CBETO
N NeKOBUTO MUpo19

YuwrTe noronema nonynapHoct CB. AUMUTPUj [0XMBean BO BpEMe Ha HOPMaHCKuTe
ocBojyBawa Ha ConyH Bo 1185 roguHa, Kako 1 3a Bpeme Ha O6yrapckuTe 0CBOjyBaka
Ha bankaHoT. VI mefy crnoseHckuTe Hapoau, CB. AuMuTpnj fo6UN HA NOMYyNapHOCT,
HO He KakKo CBeT BOWH TYKY KaKo cBeTel - uypgoTsopel. Bo nepuogoT og XH-XLI
BEK Ce jaByBaaT Majn amnysnum - eB/orMm Kou 6use nosiHeTU co CBeTOTO MMpo Ha Cs..
OvMnTpuj, Koe Teyeno of yynoTsopHata nKoHal.

Cnepejkn ja oboxysaHocTa Ha CB. [AuMWTPWj BO CKOMCKUOT PEFrMOH BO
CPeHOBEKOBHMOT Mepuoj, Taa MHOry HasaflyBa BO OAHOC Ha MNOYMTyBawe Ha
3aWTUTHULMTE Ha rpafoT, boropoauua Tpoepauuua npes cé U CBeTUOT BOUH CB.
Feopfn, Ha Koj My OWN mM3rpafeH W HEKONKynaTu BenenenHo O06HOBYBaH rofem
MaHacTUPCKM KOMIMJEKC, nosHaT Kako CB. [eopru lopr. MNMopagn T0a U M3HeHayBa
(hakTOT Ha OTKpMBawe Ha WUKOHa cOo npeTcTBa Ha CB. [AUMUTPUj Ha LEHTpasHUOT
CKOMCKW fiokanuTeT. Toa HaBefyBa W Ha pasMuciyBawaTa [eKa 0BOj eKCKNYy3UBEH
npeameT MOXe 1 ja He e CO MOTEK/O Of HallWTe NPOCTOpY, a e yBe3eH OAHOCHO fa e
eKCK/Ty3VMBeH MMMOPT KOj aHalornm He MOXKe Aa NpoHajAie Kako BO CKOMCKNOT PeruoH,
Taka 1 Ha TepuTopuja Ha MakegoHuja.

55 EXcepTop e BOEH YMHOBHWK, KOj I GENeXU MHCTPYKLMUTE HA BOjCKOBOALMTE U TV PEAUroBas 3a
MpeHecyBate Ha TpynuTe.

B Mapkosul'x M., O nkoHorpadguju, 580
7 Grotowski P. L., Arms and Armour, 115
B Leksikon, 203

9 Grotowski P. L., Arms and Armour, 116
2 Ibid, 117
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ManaTta KOCKeHa MKOHa co penjedpHaTa npetcrtasa Ha CB. AUMUTPUj BO OpaHC-CTas,
06/1eveH BO cBeYeHa 6/1aropoH1UKa 061eKa e BpBeH eKCKY3MBUTET Of apXeosIowKmnTe
nckonysara Ha Ckorncko Kane. MIKoHKaTa ce kapakTepusupa co eMHCTBEHA U focera
HenoBTOp/IMBa AeKopauunja u3BefeHa Ha HenonynapeH meanym (Kocka of LOMallHO
XXMBOTHO). Cnopej nocTaBeHUTe Age nepdopayuy Ha MKOHaTa KOu He ce CUMeTPUYHO
Nno3nMuMOHMpPaHN, CMeTaMe [eka HajBepojaTHO MKOHaTa 6uia cowmBaHa KOH OpraHCKu
martepujas, O4HOCHO Ha rapgepoba (Bo ropHUOT rpageH Kow Moxebu). Of HejsnHaTa
eKCK/Y3MBHOCT, MOXeMe CO CUTYPHOCT fia KOHCTaTupame geka oBaa Mana MKoHa 6una
Jen o4 npuBaTtHa COMCTBEHOCT Ha BE/IMKOAOCTOMHCBEHUK, 6e3 fa 6uae MCKy4eH
N LPKOBHMUOT BUCOK KJep, KOj ja HOCe/ 3allMeHa Ha cBojata rapfepoba. HejsnHata
fartaumja ce Bpamysa Bo nepuofot Ha XII - XIII Bek, BO BpeMe Ha 31aTHOTO f06a Ha
CpeHOBEKOBHUOT CKOMCKW rpag.
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Icon Made of Bones Representing St. Demetrius
In the Fortress of Kale in Skopje

SUMMARY

During the extensive archeological research in 2009 in the archeological site Kale
in Skopje, in the central part of the Fortress was found an object with rectangular
foundation. In the middle part of the Eastern wall of the building, a small indented
niche can be seen from the interior. It seals a small apsis, where a small icon made of
bones was discovered, an icon with a relief of a standing figure of St Demetrius, after
whom the site got its working title - House of St Demetrius.

The icon was made of bones of a domestic animal. Its shape is rectangular with
the following dimensions: height 4 cm, width 1.9 cm and thickness 0.4 cm. The front
side with a deep protruding relief has a representation of a standing figure with the
hands in a gesture of orant. The saint is dressed in solemn, formal attire, decorated
on the borders of the sleeves and the lower parts of the gown. His shoes are ones of a
nobleman. The face shows features of a young man with orderly and tied up curly hair,
around which a halo is depicted. The hands are drawn in lines. In the upper left comer
of the icon is written the insignia of St Demetrius in Greek alphabet: GAYyHTpHOS.
The icon has two small perforations: the first is pierced in the upper right comer,
whereas the second is on the lower central side, between the saint’s legs. On the back
part the icon is smoothed and without decorations.

The small bone icon with a relief depiction of St. Demetrius in a gesture of orant,
dressed in formal attire of a nobleman is a high exclusivity from the archeological
excavations on Kale of Skopje. The icon has a unique and original decoration
performed on an unpopular medium (bone from a domestic animal). According to the
two perforations on the icon which are not symmetrical, we believe that the icon was
probably sewn on an organic material or on some attire (perhaps in the upper part of
the chest). From its exclusivity, we may be sure to state that this small exclusive icon
used to be private ownership of a nobleman, without excluding the possibility of that
person being some high clergy, who wore it stitched on his attire. It dates from the
period of 12t 13thcentury, during the Golden Age of the medieval city of Skopje.
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